e: info@discoverbrightwater.com
Visit our website
www.discoverbrightwater.com
@discoverbwlp
Tell us all about your
walk on our social
media channels.
Share your photos so
everyone can see what
a wonderful area it is
and they can Discover
Brightwater just like you.
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Discover Brightwater is the new name
for the area around the River Skerne
in canny county Durham. It stretches
from the Trimdons in the north to South
Park in Darlington; and from Sedgefield
in the east to the Locomotion, National
Railway Museum, in Shildon in the west.
Brightwater isn’t a new name, but a
rediscovery of an old Viking word. ‘Skirr’
is the Norse word meaning ‘bright’ so
translating our Viking ancestors’ name
for the river gives us Brightwater.
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Keep an eye out for...
Ferryhill Carrs - Ferryhill Carrs is a wonderful mix of fen (carrs),
open water, ancient semi-natural woodland, grassland
and scrub habitats. The reserve is a haven for a number of bird
species including willow warbler, blackcap, lesser white-throat,
and yellowhammer.
Thrislington Woods and National Nature Reserve - The
site has one of the most important expanses of primary
magnesian limestone grassland in Great Britain. The area
supports a diverse range of wildlife, which includes the
nationally rare least minor moth, the nationally notable Durham
argus butterfly and the common glow-worm.
Bullfinch - The male bullfinch is unmistakable with his bright
pinkish-red breast and cheeks, grey back, black cap and
tail, and bright white rump. The flash of the rump in flight and
piping whistled call are usually the first signs of bullfinches being
present. They feed voraciously on the buds of various trees in
spring and were once a ‘pest’ of fruit crops.
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Wow, what
will you
discover?

Tick the boxes along the way to keep a
record of all of the wonderful things you have
seen around Ferryhill Carrs & Thrislington.

Birds
❏ Chiffchaff
❏ Sparrow
❏ Bullfinch
❏ Buzzard
Animals
❏ Shrew
❏ Fox
❏ Stoat
❏ Deer

Insects
❏ Butterfly
❏ Moth
❏ Ladybird
❏ Honeybee
Flowers
❏ Poppy
❏ Trefoil
❏ Daisy
❏ Knapweed

Did you spot anything hiding in the woods
of the Thrislington Nature Reserve?
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Discover Brightwater is a landscape
partnership project which has been
funded by all those lovely people who
play the lottery.

The route follows public
rights of way. Please
keep dogs under
close control
at all times.
Allow up to 3 hours for
this walk.
Drinks and snacks are
available from
Duncombe Stores on
Cleves Avenue.
There are no formal
parking spaces but some
are available on Cleves
Avenue.

Be Social
Follow the path of the ancient glacier
to discover two protected reserves.

YOUR FREE ADVENTURE GUIDE & MAP

DISCOVER

Dis

Important
information

If you enjoyed this walk,
visit our website to see all
the other walks, find out
where you can pick up a
printed copy, or download
a copy to
print at
home.

What to expect from the walk:
Along grassy paths, with steep
muddy slopes in bad weather
conditions. Barriers include
kissing gates, stiles and steps.

FERRYHILL
CARRS &
THRISLINGTON

Distance: 8.5 km / 5.2 Miles
Postcode: DL17 8BL (nearest)
Grid Ref: NZ 29738 33194

Ferryhill Carrs
& Thrislington
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So, how many did you spot?
Tell us on social media.
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2 Keep to the footpath on the left and walk down

Thrislington Quarry. Follow this footpath south for
1.3km, eventually joining a paved road.Take the
footpath on your right, following the fence for
300m, turning briefly right for 100m...

several sets of steps. Cross the footbridge over
the railway and then walk beneath an
underpass and continue ahead, up the steep
hill. Continue walking uphill and in 200m exit the
woodland area into an open space, walk along
the path ahead to the roadside in 300m,
crossing a stile.
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At the roadside, turn left and walk along the
pavement towards the roundabout, cross the
road and follow the surfaced path to another
stile and towards another woodland. Follow the
path through the trees for approx. 100m, then
continue into an open area for 300m.

4 Join a path adjacent to the rear of nearby

1

houses. Walk along this path for approx. 500m,
reaching a small football pitch then exiting
through a kissing gate onto Stobb Cross Road.

From Cleves Avenue,
opposite Wood Lane,
walk through the kissing
gate downhill towards Ferryhill Carrs Nature Reserve,
into the Ferryhill Gap, a natural gateway in the
Limestone Escarpment that outcrops on the
Eastern Durham Plateau.
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Cross the road and walk through the woodland,
down a slope and steps. Carry on along the
path over a small stile.

9

Pass a pool on your right hand side, bearing to
the left and reaching a set of steps and Lough
House Bank in 500m.
towards the roundabout.

Walk up the hill onto High Street then turn right in
180m onto Duncombe Bank. Continue along
this road for 1.3km and the end of the circular
walk.
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750m.

6 Look for a footpath sign and a few small steps on
your right near immediately after the entrance to

KEY

132

Walking Route

Road

Other footpaths
to explore

Railway
145
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135
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115

Stobb Cross
Farm
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Start
Here

Before turning left again for approx. 340m, down
a slope with some steps then reaching a dry
stone wall on your left. Follow the course of the
dry stone wall to the left, turning left then right
along the path and exiting onto the roadside
through a kissing gate in 800m.

10 Turn right and cross the railway bridge, heading

5 Turn right then follow Garmondsway Road for

Ferryhill Carrs
& Thrislington
125

7

W

E
S

Ferryhill Carrs
Nature Reserve

Thrislington Quarry

Thrislington National
Nature Reserve

Ferryhill Gap is a
glacial meltwater
channel that now
contains the Carrs.

A1M
Thrislington
Plantation

7

8
Ruffers
Plantation

Rough Furze
Quarry (disused)
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If you look and
listen closely there
are many beautiful
birds to spot at
Thrislington Woods.

Ferryhill
Station

Ferryhill Carrs National
Nature Reserve won a
gold medal award for
Best Conservation
Project in 2009.
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10 0

110 and
You can buy snacks
drinks for your adventure
at Duncombe Stores on
Cleves Avenue.

Please
always follow
the Countryside
Code

