
Wow, what 
will you 
discover?

Keep an eye out for...
Birds
❏ Chiffchaff
❏ Sparrow
❏ Chaffinch
❏ Warbler
Animals
❏ Shrew 
❏ Fox
❏ Stoat
❏ Rabbit

Insects
❏ Butterfly
❏ Moth
❏ Ladybird
❏ Honeybee
Flowers
❏ Poppy
❏ Trefoil
❏ Daisy
❏ Knapweed

Tick the boxes along the way to keep a 
record of all of the wonderful things you have 
seen around the Deserted Medieval Villages.
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...the railway path. It originally connected 
Darlington North to Barnard Castle and the 
line first opened in 1856. 

 ...the remains of the Archdeacon of 
Durham’s moated manor at Archdeacon 

Newton. Look out for the moat and the raised 
triangular platform at the north side of the field 
which is thought to have been the 15th century 
chapel.

... the Barred Warbler. It is one of the larger 
warblers, the male easy to identify with his 

bright yellow eye and barred chest. The female 
and juvenile birds present more of a challenge 
but size, wing bars and bill are key identification 
points. it’s size makes it a somewhat clumsy 
warbler and it is often heard crashing through 
bushes.
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Can you tick these off your list?

So, how many did you spot?
Tell us on social media.

Did you spot anything hiding in the 
hedgerows and farm fields?

@discoverbwlp

Discover Brightwater is the new name 
for the area around the River Skerne 
in canny county Durham. It stretches 
from the Trimdons in the north to South 
Park in Darlington; and from Sedgefield 
in the east to the Locomotion, National 
Railway Museum, in Shildon in the west.

Brightwater isn’t a new name, but a 
rediscovery of an old Viking word. ‘Skirr’ 
is the Norse word meaning ‘bright’ so 
translating our Viking ancestors’ name 
for the river gives us Brightwater. 

Discover Brightwater is a landscape 
partnership project which has been 
funded by all those lovely people who 
play the lottery.

DESERTED 
MEDIEVAL 
VILLAGES
YOUR FREE ADVENTURE GUIDE & MAP

Discovering  
Deserted Medieval 
Villages
Distance:  14.4km / 8.9 miles
Postcode:  DL2 2GZ (nearest)
Grid Ref:  NZ 26727 17090

What to expect from the walk:
A walk along surfaced and 
unsurfaced paths, grassy fields, 
farm tracks and fields with 
cattle. Some shallow inclines, 
and may be slippery/muddy 
in bad weather conditions. 
Barriers include some kissing 
gates and road crossings. 

Be Social

e: info@discoverbrightwater.com
Visit our website

www.discoverbrightwater.com

Tell us all about your 
walk on our social 
media channels.
Share your photos so 
everyone can see what 
a wonderful area it is 
and they can Discover 
Brightwater just like you.

If you enjoyed this walk, 
visit our website to see all 
the other walks, find out 
where you can pick up a 
printed copy, or download  

a copy to 
print at 

home.
Limited free parking is available 
West Park off John Fowler Way 
(DL2 2GG).

Available at West Park at the 
start and end of the walk: White 
Heifer That Travelled, John Fowler 
Way, Darlington, DL2 2GG

Allow 3 hours  
for this walk. 

This route follows public  
rights of way. Please keep 
dogs under close control  
at all times.

Important 
information

@discoverbwlp

As you walk through this ancient landscape, 
ponder what caused our ancestors to leave.

DISCOVER    BRIGHTWATER

Ex
pl

or

e a
ncient land and...

D
iscoverBrightwater.c

om8



60

65 66
60

59
63

5560

64

55

60

65

65

65

57

60

52

65

65

70 

73 60

70

65

Cocker Beck

Ulnaby Beck
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Thornton 
Farm

Low Walworth
Farm

Garthornes
Farm

Flatts
Plantation

Thornton
Plantation

Willowbeds

Moor Hall
Farm

Coniscli�e
Grange

A1M
B6297

A68
Newton Ln

Site of 
of Medieval Village

Archdeacon Newton

Site of 
Medieval Village

of 
Ulnaby  

Drinks and snacks are 
available to buy from The 
White Heifer that Travelled 

and the local Co-op.

Deserted  
Medieval  
Villages Road

KEY

N

S

EW

From ‘The White Heifer 
That Travelled’ on John 
Fowler Way, walk along 

the path towards the children’s park, bear right 
into West Park crossing a small bridge over West 
Beck then up towards the sculptures in 250m. 
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Please 
always follow 

the Countryside 
Code

Walking Route

Bridleway

The site at 
Archdeacon Newton 

was home to the 
manor house of the 

Archdeacon of 
Durham.

Disused Railway

There’s plenty 
of the 

countryside to 
see on this walk.

Take the path ahead towards a sculpture on 
a rise then bear left in 50m and turn right in a 
further 50m to the bike track. Continue along 
this path, passing the bike track and turning 
left down a steep path to the end of 
Richmond Close.
Turn right and walk along the disused railway 
for 550m to Newton Lane, cross the road and 
continue along the disused railway for a 
further 750m, bearing slightly left upon 
entering the wooded area, exiting onto a 
surfaced track alongside the A1M.

Turn right along the bridleway, walking 
beneath the motorway, then bearing right in 
150m and reaching Archdeacon Newton in a 
further 900m.
Bear left and walk along the road alongside 
Acorn Dairies, towards the footpath ahead. 
Bear slightly right when entering the field and 
follow the path towards a well-defined field 
track. Follow this track to the left for 400m... 

before leaving it and continuing along the 
path through the field, keeping the hedge to 
your left to a stile in a further 525m.

Follow the path ahead to the opposite side of 
the field to another track leading to a farm 
yard. Briefly turn right then turn left along the 
bridleway, following it for 950m to a main road.
Cross the road and continue along the 
bridleway bearing right in 550m, following the 
track to the left alongside Ulnaby Beck.
Continue following Ulnaby Beck south towards 
a larger woodland and leave the bridleway to 
join a footpath to the left in 900m.
Walk along the path through arable fields, 
passing through four kissing gates field 
boundaries before exiting onto a track in 
950m. Briefly walk left along the track and 
cross the field to the right and following the 
treeline to the left.
Turn right to walk adjacent to the farm track 
reaching a crossing over the A1M in 900m.
Follow the bridleway to the left, alongside the 
A1M for 300m before reaching the roadside.
Cross the road and follow the bridleway for 
650m, retracing your route back to Newton 
Lane then the entrance to West Park and the 
end of the circular walk.

The Darlington to 
Barnard Castle 
railway line was 

opened in the 1850s 
and was discontinued 

in the 1960s.


